THE WHITE PATH

MONTHLY BULLETIN VOL. 5386 NOVEMBER 2024

November Service and Events:

- 11/03/2024 — Eitaikyo/ November Shotsuki Service/ Dharma School
10 a.m. - Rev. Mieko Majima

- 11/23/2024 - Tsukemono Festival

- 12/21/2024 — Mochitsuki

- 12/22/2024 - Bodhi Day/ December Shotsuki Service/ Dharma School
10 a.m. — Rev. Mieko Majima




Reflection During Eitaikyo: A Buddha’s Lesson on Timeless Gratitude

As we enter November, Eitaikyo brings us a special time for deep reflection on the
Buddha’s timeless teachings and an opportunity to honor those who have passed on.
It is a moment to remember the Buddha’s boundless compassion and wisdom, and
to express our gratitude for the guidance we receive.

One day, a man approached his Buddhist master, his heart weighed down by the
difficulties he faced in his life. He had experienced loss and confusion and felt
trapped by his own suffering. In a soft voice, he asked, "How can | find peace when
life’s sorrows feel so heavy on my heart?"

The master, having spent years studying the Buddha’s teachings, smiled gently and
responded, “The Buddha taught that suffering is part of the human experience for all
beings. However, it is not the suffering itself that holds us back—it is how we
respond to it. Have you looked closely at your heart? Perhaps you are carrying this
burden as if it were yours to bear alone.”

The man was puzzled and asked, "But my suffering is my own. How could anyone
else understand the pain | feel when their lives and experiences are so different from
mine?"

With deep compassion, the master explained, “The Buddha’s teachings remind us
that while our challenges may differ, the way we experience suffering is shaped by
our hearts. What may seem overwhelming to one person might not affect another in
the same way. This shows that suffering is not only about what happens to us, but
about how we perceive and handle it. The Buddha encourages us to calm our hearts
by focusing on Amida, the working of immeasurable life and unhindered light. When
we open our hearts to Amida’s compassion and recite the Nembutsu, we can find
peace.”

The man listened closely, his mind slowly beginning to clear. He felt a sense of
relief, as if the weight he had been carrying had become lighter. "How can | truly
feel this peace in my life? What must | do to find this light?" he asked with hope in
his voice.

The master replied, “There is no special task you need to complete. The Buddha’s
teachings are simple. Open your heart and recite the Nembutsu with sincerity. In
doing so, you will come to feel Amida’s compassion working in your life. Even in



times of suffering, you will never be alone. Amida’s light will always guide and
support you.”

Moved by his master’s words, the man began to recite the Nembutsu daily, offering
his gratitude to the Buddha. Day by day, he found peace as he realized he was part
of an unbroken stream of wisdom and compassion. His burdens began to lift as he
learned how Nembutsu works in his heart, and by changing his perspective, he found
the strength to face his suffering with peace.

As we gather for Eitaikyo, we are reminded of the Buddha’s precious teachings,
passed down through the ages. It is through reflection and gratitude that we keep the
flame of the Dharma alive, lighting the path for future generations.

This November, let us quiet our hearts and reflect on the Buddha's infinite wisdom.
By reciting the Nembutsu, we honor the past, strengthen our connection to the
present, and pave the way for peace in the future. Guided by Amida’s boundless
light, may we all be filled with gratitude and peace

Rev. Mieko Majima
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The Turtle and His Flying Adventure

Did you have fun on Halloween? What kind of costume did you wear? Halloween
IS a great time to dress up and become someone new, even just for a day. Whether
you are a spooky ghost, a superhero, or something silly, it’s always exciting to try
being something different. But sometimes, being someone else doesn’t always
work out as expected. Today, | want to share a fun story about a turtle who tried to
be something he’s not. Let’s see what happened!

Once upon a time, a slow but thoughtful turtle lived in a peaceful forest. His two
best friends, a pair of birds, loved to fly high above the trees. The turtle watched
them every day and wished he could fly, too.

One day, he shared his wish with the birds. “I want to fly like you and see the
world from the sky!”

The birds thought for a moment. “We have an idea! Bite down on this stick, and
we’ll hold the ends and fly you into the air! But remember, don’t open your mouth,
or you’ll fall!”

The turtle agreed and held onto the stick tightly. Soon, he was flying! The forest
looked so small from up high, and the rivers sparkled like ribbons.

The animals below noticed the flying turtle. “Look! A turtle is flying! How
amazing!” they shouted.

The turtle was so excited he wanted to shout back. He forgot the warning and
opened his mouth to speak. “Yes, it’s—" But before he could finish, he let go of
the stick and tumbled to the ground.

Luckily, his hard shell protected him, but he learned an important lesson:
sometimes, it’s better to stay quiet and think before you speak!

What do you think of this story? It teaches us something important not just for
children but also for adults: Sometimes, when we get super excited, we forget to
stop and think! Just like the turtle, who was so thrilled to be flying, he forgot to
keep quiet and — oops! — he fell. But here’s the fun part: it’s totally okay to enjoy
being who we are and what we can do instead of trying to be like someone else.
After all, turtles — and all of us — are awesome just the way we are!

Rev. Mieko Majim



In case you didn’t know

- Keep up to date on what's
happening at the Buddhist Church of
Fowler by looking at The White Path
(Monthly newsletter) online. Visit:

fowlerbc.org

Board of Governors — November
District IV

Rijis
Craig Honda
Sharon Asakawa

Toban
Tayoko Honda
Sharon Asakawa

The Shotsuki names for the
month of November are:

Hina Tsuboi

Wasa Kuramoto
Shizuno Matsuoka
Mieko Honda
Masajiro Miyake
Tamayo Hirasuna
Mikiye Mukai
Haruso Kimura
Yasuo Fujikawa

Kenji Takimoto

Masuno Nishina

Nobu Shimoda

Itsuyo lwamoto

Haruko Toyama

Dennis Nakagawa
Yoshimi Nakahira
Matsuso Takeda

Patsy Ashida

Ben Nakamura

*Taeko Yamashita
Chizu Miyagawa
Marjorie Yuriko Miyasaki
Fred Masakiyo Sakazaki
Masami Ray Nishina
Kenji Takimoto

Sachiko Onaka
Shigeru Shig Uchiyama
Kim Nishina

Lily Yuriko Kato

Russell Shimizu
Toshiko Arasuna*
Mitsuro Tomoyasu
Harry Honda

Shirley Honda

Howard Matsumura
Tomoko Lily Kuwamoto
Robert Kondo

George Teraoka



Upcoming Events
Tsukemono Festival

The YBA has been busy organizing
Fowler Buddhist Church. As you
know, the First Tsukemono Festival
was the wonderful idea of Tom
Nagata which made our Memorial
Wall possible.

Now through the leadership of Blake
Honda, the tradition is continuing.
The festival is scheduled for
Saturday, November 23", from
1lam — 3pm. To submit an entry
please arrive at 10:30am.

Mochitsuki

The Fowler Buddhist Church is
continuing the mochitsuki tradition
on Saturday, December 21, 2024. A
limited amount will be made.

The order form will be included in
next month’s (December) White
Path.

September 2024 Donations
Fall Ohigan

$ 40.00 Gary & Arlene Keithley
$ 30.00 Jan Yoshimoto
$ 30.00 Janie Yuen
$ 30.00 Sera Family
$ 25.00 Gail Nakamura
$ 20.00 Art & Alice Fujikawa
$ 20.00 Rick & Marlene Miyasaki

In Memory of Joyce Kubose
$ 20.00 Marlene Kubota

Special Donation
$ 200.00

Michael & Beverly
Maruyama

Fall Ohigan/Shotsuki

$ 20.00 Ms. Sharon Asakawa
Shotsuki

$ 150.00 Sakoda Family
$ 100.00 Sera Family
$ 100.00 Clevenger Family
$ 50.00 Cliff & Sharon Fukushima
$ 50.00 Earl Honda
$ 30.00 Janis & Wayne Sutow
$ 30.00 Ben & Noreen Yosako
$ 30.00 Cindy Inouye
$ 20.00 M/M George Hashimoto
$ 20.00 Mitsuye Shinkawa
$ 20.00 Honda Family

Dharma School
$ 30.00 Ron & Maxine Yoshimoto




Save the Date

to celebrate the 75th anniversary of

THE INSTITUTE OF
BUDDHIST STUDIES

Saturday, November 16th 2024
2-5:30pm

In person at the |SC
Join us for a multi-Buddhist
ritual, student panels,
reception and more.
Reservation details to follow




