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   March Service and events: 

 

- 3/02/2025 – Spring Ohigan/ March Shotsuki Service & 

Dharma School– 10 a.m. – Rev. Mieko Majima 

 

- 3/08/2025 – Yoga Retreat – Fowler Buddhist Church – 9 

a.m. – 8 p.m. 

 

- 3/22/2025 – Cancelled – Fowler Food Bazaar 

 

     April Service and events: 

 

 - 4/13/2025 – Hanamatsuri/ April Shotsuki Service & Dharma 

           School – 10:00 a.m. – Rev. Bob Oshita 

 

- 4/19/2025 - Fowler Buddhist Church Friendship Golf 

Tournament/ Ridge Creek Golf Course – 10:00 a.m. 

 

  



 

 

The Parable of the White Path and the Teachings of Ohigan 

During the Ohigan season, many Buddhist temples share the parable of the "Two Rivers and the 

White Path" (Nigabyakudō). This story, originally taught by the Chinese master Shandao during 

the Tang Dynasty, symbolizes the Calling voice of Amida Buddha and the path leading beyond 

the world of delusion to the Pure Land. Let’s explore the meaning of this teaching in connection 

with the Ohigan observance. 

The Parable of the Two Rivers and the White Path 

A traveler walking through a vast wilderness suddenly finds himself pursued by robbers and wild 

beasts. Fleeing in fear, he comes across two great rivers that block his path. One is a river of 

raging fire (symbolizing the flames of worldly desires), and the other is a river of violent waves 

(representing greed and anger). Crossing either river seems impossible, and death appears 

inevitable. 

Between these two perilous rivers, however, stretches a single narrow White Path. Although the 

fire and water threaten from both sides, the path offers a way to safety. Overwhelmed by fear, the 

traveler hesitates, unable to move forward. 

At that moment, a voice calls from behind: "Do not hesitate—go forward!" This is the voice of 

Shakyamuni Buddha. At the same time, from the other side, a voice reassures him: "If you follow 

this path, you will surely find refuge." This is the compassionate call of Amida Buddha. Trusting 

in these words, the traveler gathers his courage, steps onto the White Path, and successfully 

reaches the Pure Land. 

Ohigan and the White Path 

Ohigan is a time to reflect on the journey from this shore of suffering and confusion (shigan) to 

the other shore of enlightenment (higan). In Jodo Shinshu, it is particularly regarded as a period 

to deeply appreciate the boundless compassion of Amida Buddha and the assurance of spiritual 

liberation. 

The parable of the Two Rivers and the White Path perfectly illustrates the significance of Ohigan. 

In our daily lives, we are often swept away by worldly desires, anger, and confusion, much like 

the raging fire and water in the story. Obstacles and temptations abound, making it difficult to 

stay on the path to peace. Yet, even in the midst of such struggles, the great compassion and 

guidance of Amida Buddha provide a way forward—a path leading us to the Pure Land. 

The Courage to Walk the White Path 



The most crucial step taken by the traveler in the parable was to trust and move forward. By 

believing in the call of Amida Buddha, he was able to overcome his fears and reach the shore of 

awakening. 

The Ohigan season is an opportunity for us to reflect on our own path in life and to listen closely 

to the teachings of the Buddha. No matter how many challenges we face, if we place our 

entrusting heart in the path to the Pure Land, we are always embraced by Amida Buddha’s infinite 

compassion, leading us beyond the world of suffering. 

This Ohigan, let us take the message of the White Path to heart and reflect on the direction of our 

journey. With the compassionate vow of Amida Buddha as our guide, may we walk the path with 

courage and trust. 

 

In gratitude, 

Mieko Majima 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

白
しろ

い道
みち

のたとえとお彼岸
ひ が ん

の教
おし

え 

お彼岸
ひ が ん

の時期
じ き

になると、多
おお

くの仏教寺院
ぶっきょうじいん

で「二河白道
に が び ゃ く ど う

」のたとえ話
ばなし

が語
かた

られます。こ

のお話
はなし

は、中国
ちゅうごく

の唐
とう

の時代
じ だ い

に善導大師
ぜ ん ど う だ い し

によって説
と

かれたもので、阿弥陀
あ み だ

さまの呼
よ

びか

けと、迷
まよ

いの世界
せ か い

を超
こ

えて浄土
じょうど

へと向
む

かう道
みち

を表
あらわ

しています。お彼岸
ひ が ん

の教
おし

えとともに

、このたとえ話
ばなし

を訪れてみましょう。 

二
ふた

つの川
かわ

と白
しろ

い道
みち

 

あるとき、旅人
たびびと

が荒野
こ う や

を歩
ある

いていました。すると、後
うし

ろから野獣
やじゅう

や盗賊
とうぞく

が迫
せま

ってきま

した。必死
ひ っ し

に逃
に

げると、目
め

の前
まえ

に二
ふた

つの大
おお

きな川
かわ

が広
ひろ

がっています。 

一
ひと

つは燃
も

えさかる火
ひ

の川
かわ

。「渡
わた

れば焼
や

かれてしまう……。」 

もう一
ひと

つは荒
あ

れ狂
くる

う水
みず

の川
かわ

。「流
なが

されてしまう……。」 

進
すす

むことも戻
もど

ることもできず、旅人
たびびと

は立
た

ち尽
つ

くしました。すると、火
ひ

と水
みず

の間
あいだ

に一本
いっぽん

の白
しろ

い道
みち

が続
つづ

いているのを見
み

つけました。「この道
みち

を行
い

けば助
たす

かるかも……？」 でも

、怖
こわ

くて動
うご

けません。 

そのとき、後
うし

ろから「恐
おそ

れず進
すす

みなさい！」と励
は げ

ます声
こえ

が聞
き

こえました。そして、前
まえ

を見
み

ると、向
む

こう岸
ぎし

からも声
こえ

がします。「この道
みち

を歩
ある

けば、大丈夫
だいじょうぶ

！」という安心
あんしん

さ

せてくれる声
こえ

でした。 

旅人
たびびと

はついに勇気
ゆ う き

を出
だ

し、白
しろ

い道
みち

を歩
ある

き始
はじ

めました。不安
ふ あ ん

でしたが、一歩
い っ ぽ

ずつ進
すす

み、

ついに向
む

こう岸へたどり着
つ

きました。 

お彼岸
ひ が ん

と白
しろ

い道
みち

 

この「二河白道
に が び ゃ く ど う

」のたとえ話
ばなし

は、お彼岸
ひ が ん

の意味
い み

そのものです。私
わたし

たちは日々
ひ び

、煩悩
ぼんのう

や怒
いか

り、迷
まよ

いの中
なか

で生
い

きています。まるで燃
も

えさかる火
ひ

の川
かわ

や、荒
あ

れ狂
くる

う水
みず

の川
かわ

のよ

うに、さまざまな苦
くる

しみが行
い

く手
て

をふさぎます。しかし、そんな私
わたし

たちのために、

阿弥陀
あ み だ

さまが白
しろ

い道
みち

を示
しめ

し、「この道
みち

を歩
あゆ

めば、必
かなら

ず浄土
じょうど

へ導
みちび

く」と誓
ちか

われている

のです。 

白
しろ

い道
みち

を歩
あゆ

む勇気
ゆ う き

 

旅人
たびびと

が最
もっと

も大切
たいせつ

な一歩
い っ ぽ

を踏
ふ

み出
だ

したのは、「信
しん

じる」ことでした。阿弥陀
あ み だ

さまの呼
よ

び

かけを信
しん

じ、恐
おそ

れながらも歩
あゆ

みを進
すす

めたことで、ついに向
む

こう岸へたどり着
つ

くことが

できました。 



お彼岸
ひ が ん

の時期
じ き

は、自分
じ ぶ ん

の歩
あゆ

む道
みち

を振
ふ

り返
かえ

り、仏
ほとけ

の教
おし

えに耳
みみ

を傾
かたむ

ける機会
き か い

です。どん

なに困難
こんなん

があろうとも、信
しん

じて進
すす

めば、必
かなら

ず阿弥陀
あ み だ

さまの大慈悲
だ い じ ひ

に包
つつ

まれ、安心
あんしん

の

世界
せ か い

へと導
みちび

かれるのです。 

このお彼岸
ひ が ん

、どうぞ「白
しろ

い道
みち

」のお話
はなし

を思
おも

い出
だ

してください。 

阿弥陀
あ み だ

さまの大
おお

きな願
ねが

いに支
ささ

えられ、私
わたし

たちもまた、勇気
ゆ う き

をもって歩
あゆ

んでいきましょ

う。 

南无阿弥陀仏
な も あ み だ ぶ つ

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Story of the Two Rivers and the White Path 

A long time ago, a traveler was walking through a big grassy field. Suddenly, scary wolves and 

robbers started chasing him! "Oh no! What should I do?" he thought as he ran as fast as he 

could. But then, he saw two big rivers in front of 

him. 

One river was full of burning fire. "It's so hot! If I 

try to cross, I will get burned!"  

The other river had huge, rushing waves. "If I fall 

in, I will be swept away!" 

The traveler was too scared to move. But then, he 

noticed a thin, white path between the fire and 

water. "Maybe I can walk on this path and be safe…?" But the fire and water were so close, and 

he was afraid to take even one step. 

Just then, he heard a kind voice from behind him. 

"It's okay! Don't be afraid, just walk on this 

path." 

It sounded just like a father saying, "Trust me, 

you can do it!" 

Then, he heard another voice from the other side 

of the river. 

"Come this way! You will be safe here." 

It sounded just like a mother saying, "I'm waiting 

for you, so don't worry!" 

The traveler thought, "If my father and mother are watching over me, I will be okay!" 

So, he took a deep breath and stepped onto the white path. His heart was beating fast, but he 

walked carefully, one step at a time. 

Finally, he made it to the other side! He smiled happily and said, "I was scared, but I’m so 

glad I trusted and kept going!" 

Just like the traveler, you are never alone. Someone who loves you is always watching over 

you, so trust and keep going! 

In gratitude, 

Mieko Majima 

 

 

  



March President’s Message 
 
We had a very well attended 
Nirvana Day Service and Shotsuki 
on February 2nd.  Rev. Brian 
Nagata delivered an inspiring 
Dharma talk to both the Dharma 
school students and the adults.  
It’s so exciting to see the 
youngsters totally engaged in the 
Dharma message.   
 
There is no update to report on 
what the assessment will be for 
our 2025 ministerial service.  A 
CCMAC meeting is scheduled for 
the end of February.   
 
We will not be having a Fowler BC 
Food Bazaar at our traditional 
February time this year.  We will 
evaluate the situation later in the 
year to make sure we have 
enough manpower (and 
womanpower) to put on a 
successful event.   
 
The hondo roof has been repaired 
and has eliminated the necessity 
of having buckets spread 
throughout the building to catch 
the leaks.  We have had a 
consultation from BMY 
Construction on how to proceed in 
getting our structurally 
compromised hondo building 
repaired.  Retired civil engineer, 
Ron Yamabe has also volunteered 
to help us through the process.  
We will be meeting with our 

insurance company soon to also 
evaluate the situation.   
 
Don’t forget that we have our 
annual Fowler Buddhist Church 
Fellowship Golf Tournament 
coming up on April 19th.  It will be 
held at the Ridge Creek Golf 
Course in Dinuba.  Since our food 
bazaar is in doubt this year, it 
would be good if everyone could 
consider supporting this event as 
our major fundraiser of the year by 
either signing up as a player, a tee 
sponsor, raffle prize donor, or golf 
course or banquet volunteer.  
Thanks in advance for your 
support.     
 
It is with extreme gratitude that I 
announce the receipt of the most 
generous donation of a stock 
transfer that is equivalent to 
$250,000+ to our endowment 
foundation from the Gordon 
Uchiyama family.  The donation is 
honoring the Uchiyama Issei and 
Nisei pioneers of the Fowler 
Buddhist Church, the George 
Shunsuke Uchiyama family and 
the Shigeru Uchiyama family.   
The Gordon Uchiyama family 
currently resides in Long Beach.   
 
Our March Ohigan and Shotsuki 
service will be held on March 2nd 
with Rev. Majima conducting the 
service and giving the Spring 
Ohigan dharma message and 
Rev. Karen giving the Dharma 



school message.  The 2025 
Fowler Buddhist Church and 
Fowler BWA officers will be 
installed during the service.   
 
Gary Mukai, FBC President 
 
 

 
 
In Case You Didn’t Know . . . 

- Keep up to date on what’s 
happening at the Buddhist Church 
of Fowler by reading the White 
Path (monthly newsletter) online.  
Visit: fowlerbc.org 
 
 
 
Board of Governors - March 

(A new District order starts at the 

beginning of each year.) 

 

District 5 

Riji 

 Cherie Nakayama 

         Diane Eskelson 

Toban 

 Satomi Hiyama 

         Alice Fujikawa 

 
 
Future Services and Events: 
 
03/02/2025 – Spring Ohigan, 
Shotsuki,  Dharma School – 10 am 

 
03/08/2025 – Yoga Retreat – 9 am 
– 8 pm (see flyer below) 
 
03/22/2025 – Cancelled - Fowler 
Food Bazaar 
 
04/13/2025 – Hanamatsuri, 
Shotsuki, Dharma School – 10 am 
 
05/04/2025 – Gotan-e, Shotsuki, 
Dharma School – 10 am 
 
05/26/2025 – Selma Cemetery 
Service – 8:30 am 
      - Fowler Cemetery 
Service – 10 am 
 
06/01/2025 – Rennyo Memorial, 
Shotsuki, Dharma School – 10 am 
 
07/19/2025 – Obon 
 
07/20/2025 – Obon/Hatsubon – 10 
am 
 
08/10/2025 – August Shotsuki 
Service – 10 am 
 
09/14/2025 – Fall Ohigan, 
Shotsuki, Dharma School – 10 am 
 
10/12/2025 – Eshinni/Kakushinni, 
Shotsuki, Dharma School – 10 am 
 
11/23/2025 – Eitaikyo, Hatsubon, 
Dharma School – 10 am 
 
12/07/2025 – Bodhi Day, Shotsuki, 
Dharma School – 10 am 



 
12/31/2025 – New Year’s Eve 
Service – 7 pm 
 

The Shotsuki names for the 

month of March are:  

 

Mitsujiro Yoshimoto  

Wakichi Shimizu  

Rose Nakamura  

William Tadashi Kondo  

Hana Yoshimoto  

Shikuichi Ii  

Masayoshi Teraoka  

Toyomo Teraoka  

Kazuo Namba  

Seinosuke Nakamura  

Kayo Kikuta  

Toyoso Kuramoto  

Al Kataoka  

Yoshiko Miyake 

Kiyono Mukai  

Moto Kamine  

Ayano Hirabayashi  

Shigeko Yoshida  

Hiroshi Asakawa  

Ann Kawaguchi  

Miyeko Kamikawa  

Florence Sadako Shimada  

Yoshio Ideta 

Ida Shimizu 

Michael Asano Teraoka 

 

 

February 2025 Donations 

Hoonko 

$    30.00            Janice Yoshimoto 

 

Nirvana Day Service 

$    30.00            Howard & Satomi  

                                  Hiyama 

$    25.00             Joe & Irene Hara 

$    20.00             Sharon Asakawa 

 

Year End 

$    50.00                      Janie Yuen 

 

Shotsuki 

$  100.00   Robert & Rose Mayebo 

$    50.00   Kerry & Jeri Nakagawa 

$    50.00                      Janie Yuen 

$    50.00            Janice Yoshimoto 

$    50.00    Gary & Arlene Keithley 

$    50.00                 Ron & Maxine  

                                   Yoshimoto 

$    35.00                  Brian Nagata  

$    30.00   Tayoko & Craig Honda  

$    25.00                    Janie Sutow 

$    25.00            Linda Matsumoto 

$    20.00      Derek, Yim, Verona & 

                             Violet Honda 

$    20.00   M/M Gerald Nakayama 

$    10.00                Gail Nakamura 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In Memory of Shizue May Mukai 

1st Year Memorial 

$  500.00    Gary & Karen Mukai & 

                                 Family 

                                     Stan Mukai 

                      Greg & Gay Mukai & 

                                 Family 

                   Terry & Barbara Mukai 

                             & Family 

$  100.00          Mrs. Mary Masako  

                                   Mukai 

$    75.00                   Roy & Susan  

                                  Nakatsukasa 

                       Grace Nakatsukasa 

$    60.00          Kay, Carol & Doug 

                                 Teraoka 

$    30.00     Ben & Noreen Yosako 

$    30.00     John & Connie Saldin 

$    30.00          Mrs. Margie Mukai 

$    30.00 M/M Gene & Gale Nakai 

$    30.00      Gary, Laraine, Austin, 

                           & Alexa Goto 

$    30.00                  Doug & Linda  

                                   Matsumoto 

$    30.00             Ed & Patti Bungo 

$    30.00            Sid & Karen Kato 

$    20.00               Reed & Lindsey 

                                    Doerfler 

$    20.00       Spiro & Tamiko Atieh 

$    20.00                   Stacie Saldin 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of George Teraoka & 

Kenneth Hashimoto 

$  100.00                   Ken Ishimoto 

 

In Memory of Jane Nagata 

$    50.00           Brian & Cheralynn 

                                Tsuchiya 
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