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 September – October Service and Event Schedule: 

 

- 9/20/2026 – Fowler Fall Ohigan, September Shotsuki, Dharma 

                    School – 10:00 a.m.- Rev. Mieko Majima 

- 9/27/2026 – Fowler Dharma Gathering and Dharma Classes –  

                    10:00 a.m 

- 10/11/2026 - Eshinni/Kakushinni, October Shotsuki, Dharma 

                     School – 10:00 a.m. – Rev. Nobuo Miyaji 

- 10/25/2026 - Fowler Dharma Gathering and Dharma Classes –  

                     10:00 a.m.   

 

 

Other Temple Events: 

 

- 10/12/2026 – Fresno Fall Ohigan Seminar – 9:30 a.m.- Rev. Katsuya 

Kusunoki, Rinban Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple 

“Rituals in Pure Land Buddhism: The Deepening and Expression of 

Shinjin”   Sponsored by the Yamaguchi Family (Flyer Attached) 

 

- 10/12/2026 - Tri-Temple Golf tournament – Crazy Horse Ranch 

Country Club; 4 person scramble;  

Contact: REVHOSEI@gmail.com 

          

- 10/25/2026 – Fresno Food Bazaar – 11 – 2:00 p.m. (Flyer Attached) 

 

-  11/01/2026 – Reedley Food Bazaar – 3 – 6:00 p.m.; $22 Pre-sale only 

 (Flyer Attached) 
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The Two Arrows 

One day, the Buddha taught about two arrows. 

Imagine that you are at school. Your teacher asks a question. You 

raise your hand and answer—but your answer is wrong. Someone 

laughs. Then another person laughs. Soon, several children are 

laughing. Your face gets hot. You look down at your desk and wish 

you could disappear. It really hurts. 

The Buddha said that this kind of pain is like being hit by an arrow. That is the first 

arrow. We cannot always stop it. Sometimes things happen that we cannot control. 

Finally, school is over, and you go home. You try to 

do your homework, but suddenly you remember the 

laughter. You can almost hear it again. Then a 

thought pops into your head: “Everyone must 

think I’m stupid.” A little later, another thought 

comes: “What if they laugh at me again tomorrow?” And then another: “Maybe I 

should never raise my hand again.” 

But wait a minute. Nobody is laughing now. You are at home. Tomorrow hasn’t even 

happened yet! Still, your stomach feels tight again, your face feels hot, and you feel 

almost as bad as you did at school. 

The Buddha compared this growing pain to being hit by a second 

arrow. The first arrow came when something painful happened. We 

may not have been able to stop it through our own efforts. But now 

another arrow is appearing—not at school, not in someone else’s 

hand, but in our own mind. We cannot change what has already 

happened. But perhaps we can notice when that second arrow 

appears. 

You have already been hurt by one arrow. 

Would you shoot that second arrow at yourself? 

 

Namo Amida Butsu 



 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

Dharma messages become more 

meaningful and memorable when 

delivered in an entertaining and 

easily digestible manner.  We were 

fortunate to receive those types of 

messages in August through a visit 

from guest speaker and Fowler’s 

own, Rev. Bryan Nagata, at our 

Shotsuki service, as well as  from 

various speakers and video 

presentations at the Nembutsu 

Gathering in Reedley.  Both events 

were enjoyable and made us better 

appreciate the Buddha Dharma.  At 

the Nembutsu Gathering, former 

Fresno Rinban, Rev. Nobuo Miyaji, 

gave us a history lesson, Art 

Fujikawa, along with 4 other Nisei 

pioneers on video, reminded us 

how things used to be at the height 

of Buddhist practice in the Central 

Valley.  Gordon Misaki and I talked 

about the activities of the Central 

Valley Sanghas in the 1960’s, 70’s, 

80’s, 90’s, and 2000’s.  Aaron, Dina 

and Logan Fukuda gave a great 

talk and slide show about growing 

up and attending Dharma School, 

one I think we all could relate to.  

Thank you to the Nembutsu 

Gathering committee for putting on 

a wonderful event.  And, thank you 

for dedicating this event to the 

memory of Todd Fukuda, who was 

a true example of a Jodo Shinshu 

Buddhist. 

September will be our Fall Ohigan, 

September Shotsuki, and Dharma 

School Service on September 20th 

(which happens to be National 

Fried Rice Day).  Rev. Majima will 

be our speaker.  There will be a 

FBC Board Meeting immediately 

after the service.  Any temple 

member is welcome to attend.  We 

continue to have fabulous meals 

after the service.  Thank you to 

Sharon Asakawa and the BWA for 

providing such wonderful food to 

top off our services each month.  

It’s definitely been a drawing card 

for people to come out to our 

services.   

BCA President, Glenn Inanaga 

(Orange County BC) was in town 

on the 22nd, to explain the new BCA 

Catalyst Program, which is a new 

way in which BCA assessments 

are to be assigned to each BCA 

Temple and to listen to his father-

in-law deliver the Nembutsu 

Gathering Dharma talk the next day.  

Thank you to the Fowler temple 

members that attended the 



meeting.   Here’s our new incentive 

to increase temple membership.   

Sensei Karen Mukai will be starting 

her Kyoshi certification training this 

month.  We wish her well in her 

journey to continue in her training.  

Thank you to Gary Keithley for 

installing new audio equipment in 

the Hondo.  Sound quality is 

noticeably better now, as long as 

speakers can remember to use the 

microphone properly.   

It’s been a long, hot summer.  Now 

that fall weather is coming, we can 

return to our routine of attending 

church every month.  ‘Look 

forward to seeing you all on the 

20th.    

Gary Mukai 

 

Board of Governors – District 4 

 

Riji 

         Sharon Asakawa 

 Craig Honda 

Toban 

 Sharon Asakawa 

 Tayoko Honda 

 

 
 

Shotsuki Names for the month 

of September: 

 

Shotaro Arasuna  

Miyako Ezaki  

Chisa Kikuta  

Hideo Kikuta  

Kaichi Matsuoka  

Masao Nakamura  

Teruko Nakamura  

Iwazo Shimamoto  

Hatsujiro Sugimoto  

Fumi Takasaki  

Misao Takemoto  

Sawataro Teraoka  

Toshi Uchiyama  

Inema Wada  

Sampachi Yokomi  

Naohiko Yoshimura  

Sumiye Shimoda  

Alice Honda  

Alta Matsuko Kikuta  

Suno Onaka  

Faye Fumiko Namba  

Nakayo Nakamoto  

Jane Tsuruko Hashimoto  

Masao Fujikawa  

Masako Higuchi  

Takashi Ideta  

Masako Tema Yosako  

Masao Ishimoto  

Sue Sumie Kageura  

Ann Ayano Ideta  

Betty Harumi Tokubo  

Rev Shodo Toyoji Jim Yanagihara  



Edward Toshio Hirasuna  

Kimihiro Sera 

George Hashimoto  

 

 

August 2026 Donations 

 

Obon 

$  100.00                 Ron & Maxine 

                                   Yoshimoto 

 

Ohigan Service 

$    30.00             Joe & Irene Hara 

$    30.00    Gary & Arlene Keithley 

$    20.00      Ms. Sharon Asakawa 

 

Shotsuki 

$  100.00                   Lynn & Mitch 

                                    Nakashima 

$    60.00          Greg & Gay Mukai  

$    50.00            M Tokubo Family 

$    50.00       Alex & Roberta Araki 

$    50.00                   Lynn & Mitch 

                                    Nakashima 

$    50.00              Mrs. Janie Yuen 

$    50.00                        Yoshiye Ii 

                                             Eiko Ii 

$     50.00                     Lee Family 

$    50.00  Kerry & Jeri Nakagawa 

$    50.00                     Mary Mukai  

$    50.00         Gale & Gene Nakai      

$    40.00        Gary & Karen Mukai 

$    30.00            Howard & Satomi  

                                   Hiyama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$    30.00           Mitsuye Shinkawa 

$    25.00                   Lynn & Mitch 

                                   Nakashima 

$    25.00                      Earl Honda 

$    20.00                     Hitomi Sera 

$    20.00            Nakamura Family 

 

In Memory of Irene Miyasaki 

$  500.00          Donald Miyasaki & 

                                  Family 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 


